Pethia rutila, a new species is described from Karnaphuli drainage, Mizoram, Northeast India. It is distinguished from its congeners in having a complete lateral line with 21-22 scales, an inconspicuous black humeral spot on the scale row below the 3rd and 4th lateral-line scales, a black blotch on the caudal peduncle centered above the insertion of the last anal-fin ray, overlapping lateral-line scales 16-18 or 17-19 and ½4/1/3½ scales in transverse line from dorsal-fin origin to pelvicfin origin.
Introduction
Cyprinus ticto Hamilton, a small cyprinid with two spots on the body (a black humeral spot and a caudal blotch), currently assigned to the genus Pethia (Pethiyagoda et al., 2012) , has been recorded from across South and Southeast Asia (Talwar & Jhingran, 1991) . Though the description of P. ticto given by Hamilton (1822) was brief, his figure portrayed P. ticto (Fig. 1) as a small fish with a spotted dorsal-fin and two black spots on the body, one on the lateral line above the pectoral fin and the other near the end of the tail. Subsequently, Day (1878) gave a more detailed description of P. ticto and distinguished it from P. stoliczkana and P. punctata, which he had described, by the presence of an incomplete lateral line (vs. a complete lateral line in the other two species).
Recent studies have shown, however, that the species previously identified as Pethia ticto comprises a complex of superficially similar species from India and Myanmar (see Menon et al., 2000; Beevi & Ramachandran, 2005; Kullander & Fang, 2005; Linthoingambi & Vishwanath, 2007; Mercy & Jacob, 2007; Kullander & Britz, 2008; Kullander, 2008; Knight et al., 2012; Dishma & Vishwanath, 2013) .
Recent freshwater faunal surveys of the Aivapui and Keisalam Rivers (Karnaphuli drainage) of Dampa Tiger Reserve, Mizoram, India, resulted in the collection of a colourful species of Pethia. Comparison of these specimens with congeners revealed that it was new to science, and we herein describe it as Pethia rutila, new species.
Material and methods
Specimens were fixed in 10% formalin and subsequently preserved in 70% alcohol. Counts and measurements were made on the left side of specimens following Kullander (2008) . Measurements were taken point to point with digital calipers rounded to nearest 0.1 mm. Fin rays and scales were counted under a stereo-zoom microscope and the former confirmed by clearing and staining following procedures described by Taylor & Van Dyke (1985) . Numbers in parentheses after a count indicate the frequency of that count. Measurements are given as percentage of standard length (SL) and subunits of the head are also expressed in proportions of head length (HL). Type 
